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What is Dental Caries?

ÂDental caries is tooth decay 

ÂSpecific bacteria (Streptococcus mutans, 

Streptococcus sobrinus, and lactobacilli) on 

the tooth surface feed on carbohydrates and 

make acids as waste products

ÂAcids travel into the tooth and dissolve 

mineral - if mineral loss is not halted or 

reversed a cavity is formed

ÂDental caries is a transmissible bacterial 

infection
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